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The National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) houses the historical, non-current records of
the U.S. (federal) government.

About 21 5% of records created are deemed permanent
(~12.5 billion pages plus electronic records).

Includes records from each branch of government:

A Executive (e.g., Bureau of Indian Affairs)

A Judicial (Federal court system, U.S. Supreme Court)

National Archives Building in Washington, DC (Archives 1)
A Legislative (U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives) Research Room Entrance i 700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
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NARA records are arranged by the federal agency or court that created them.

Records are divided into numbered record groups (usually one per agency/office) and then into
numbered entries or series (usually reflective of a particular activity or function of the agency/office).

Example:

A Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) records are found in Record Group 85.
A Record Group 85 includes the sedbPB6IP {Eobjgcnla
A The Subject and Policy Files are arranged numerically by file number.

Record group and series numbers can be obtained from the National Archives Catalog, from finding
aids on site, or by writing to our staff.

NATLIONALSAR CEISVES = RESEARCESERVICES


https://catalog.archives.gov/

Research

Nmom?f Services Essential questions to ask when. . .
ARCHIVES
A Researching an individual:
A What was the personds relationship to t
A How (and when) did they interact with a federal agency or court?
A Researching an event:
A When did the event occur?
A Which federal agency or court would have had jurisdiction or otherwise been involved?
A Researching a place:
A Was the place ever part of the federal public domain?
A Researching a court case:

A Was the case filed in a federal court? If so, which one?
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NPRC/NARA at St. Louis

Military Personnel
Records (20t-
Century)

Federal Civilian
Personnel Records

Archives 1

NHPRC

Textual Records

(19t-Century)

Center for
Legislative
Archives

National Archives

Archives 2
Motion Pictures Still Pictures
L Electronic Records Cartographic

Museum

Textual Records
(20t-Century)

NARA Regional Facilities

Federal Records Centers (FRCs)

Federal Reqister

Presidential Libraries

Field office records, U.S.
district court records
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Houses records of
U.S. Presidents since
Hoover
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A Archives.gov A Ancestry.com ($)
A Guide to Federal Records A Fold3.com ($)
A NARA Microfilm Catalog A Familysearch.org (account)

A National Archives Catalog

A Free to access from any location A Free to access at NARA facilities
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Coronavirus Information

The National Archives and Records Administration is committed to protecting the health and safety of visitors, customers, and employees during the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. The Rotunda
of the National Archives Building in Washington, DC, and some Presidential Library museums are open with limited capacity.

As local public health metrics allow, National Archives research rooms will open for research on a limited basis. We are making every effort to continue providing essential services whenever possible,
using online and remote capabilities. Our ability to serve customers in a timely manner may be hampered by the current crisis, and we ask for your understanding and patience. Check our
coronavirus information page for updates.
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DOCUMENTS

Explore our nation’s history through Request military records and learn Find primary sources, tools for Plan a trip to the Museum, to one of The Declaration of Independence,
our documents, photos, and about other services for yourself or teaching with documents, and the Presidential Libraries, or to the Constitution, and the Bill of
records. a family member. student and educator programs. conduct research. Rights.

B! Archives News

https://www.archives.qov/
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Coronavirus Information

The National Archives and Records Administration is committed to protecting the health and safety of visitors, customers, and employees during the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. The Rotunda
of the National Archives Building in Washington, DC, and some Presidential Library museums are open with limited capacity.

As local public health metrics allow, National Archives research rooms will open for research on a limited basis. We are making every effort to continue providing essential services whenever possible,
using online and remote capabilities. Our ability to serve customers in a timely manner may be hampered by the current crisis, and we ask for your understanding and patience. Check our
coronavirus information page for updates.
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Research Our Records

Home > Research Our Records

Research in the National Archives Other Online Research Tools
Catalo .
g Operating Status
* Guide to Federal Records Check the Facebook pages and Twitter or call
* Search the Catalog ¢ Online Tools / Ways to Search Online EORSIL T Ithe D Eare BN atiowHICEeretal
government operating status updates are
» Advanced Search * Access to Archival Databases (AAD) available on the OPM website.
s * Search Tips * Microfilm Catalog
* (Catalog Guide for Genealogists * Free Databases at NARA facilities )
1
* Contribute / Citizen Archivist * Links to Records Digitized by our Partners What's New:

® (Catalog Newsletter Research Rooms will be closed on Wednesday,
September 12, 2018
Researcher News

2018 Research Room Closings

Research Your l%!ll Research Military (1 Researcha Research Events

AnceStry Records \ SpeCIfIC Toplc 9-11 Community Day of Remembrance and Scout
Learn about our records and Research military records at Perform research on people, Salute - September 11, 2018, 7:00 a.m. EDT

how to use them to research the National Archives from the places, events and other ArtPrize Preview Week: First Look at Artists Installing
and discover your family Revolutionary War to the popular topics of interest. Their Entries - September 12, 2018, 9:00 a.m. EDT
history. present. Law and Order in the Archives: Bootleggers,

Counterfeiters, Privateers, and Everything in Between -
September 15,2018, 9:00 a.m. EDT

https://www.archives.gov/research
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Research Our Records

Home > Research Our Records

Research in the National Archives Other Online Research Tools
Catalo .
g Operating Status
* Guide to Federal Records Check the Facebook pages and Twitter or call
¢ Search the Catalog * Online Tools / Ways to Search Online EORSIRunigtheNEareaiNationwilEedetal
government operating status updates are
» Advanced Search * Access to Archival Databases (AAD) available on the OPM website.
3 ® Search Tips * Microfilm Catalog
* Catalog Guide for Genealogists * Free Databases at NARA facilities >
1
* Contribute/ Citizen Archivist * Links to Records Digitized by our Partners What's New:

® (Catalog Newsletter

Research Rooms will be closed on Wednesday,
September 12, 2018

Researcher News
2018 Research Room Closings

Research Your
Ancestry

!@Il Research Military (. Researcha Research Events
"% Records \ Specific Topic

9-11 Community Day of Remembrance and Scout

Learn about our records and Research military records at Perform research on people, Salute - September 11,2018, 7:00 a.m. EDT

how to use them to research the National Archives from the places, events and other ArtPrize Preview Week: First Look at Artists Installing
and discover your family Revolutionary War to the popular topics of interest. Their Entries - September 12, 2018, 9:00 a.m. EDT

hi present. Law and Order in the Archives: Bootleggers,

Counterfeiters, Privateers, and Everything in Between -
September 15, 2018, 9:00 a.m. EDT

https://www.archives.gov/research
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Resources for Genealogists

Home > Research Our Records > Resources for Genealogists

VETERANS' SERVICE RECORDS
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Start Your Family Research

Learn how you can use the resources at the

* Start Your Genealogy Research

* Genealogy Resources

® Chartsand Forms

» Free Databases at National Archives Facilities
* NARA Genealogy Videos (YouTube)

Events

* Genealogy Workshops Nationwide
* Genealogy Events in the Washington, DC Area

+ National Archives Calendar

National Archives to explore your family's ancestry.

Popular Topics

rl‘

Census Records

Military Service Records
Immigration Records
Naturalization Records

More Topics and Record Types =

Tools for Genealogists

Catalog Guide for Genealogists | Search the
Catalog

Electronic Records for Genealogy | Search AAD

Digitized by Partners
Microfilm Catalog
Reference Reports

More Online Research Tools =

Genealogy News

Citizen Archivist Contributions Push Catalog
Enhancements Past 2 Million

Instagram Post Leads to Recovery of 1810 Census Rolls

1950 Census on Track for 2022 Release, Despite
Pandemic

National Archives Releases Catalog, 1940 Census
Datasets

Chinese American Actress’s Story Illustrates “Othering’
of Immigrants

Can I start my family history
research byp typing a name in the
search boxs

Our search box will not help you find information on a
specific person. However, we have many tools and
resources that can lead you to information about our
holdings. Many of our records have been digitized and
are made available by our Digitization Partners.

What's New?

Maps at NARA of interest to Genealogists
Pictures at NARA of interest to Genealogists
Genealogy Activities for Kids

Subscribe to Email Newsletter Updates

Connect with us on Social Media

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealoqy
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Resources for Genealogists

Home > Research Our Records > Resources for Genealogists
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Start Your Family Research

Learn how you can use the resources at the

* Start Your Genealogy Research

* Genealogy Resources

® Chartsand Forms

» Free Databases at National Archives Facilities
* NARA Genealogy Videos (YouTube)

Events

National Archives to explore your family's ancestry.

Popular Topics

Census Records

i ¢ Immigration Records

* Naturalization Records
* More Topics and Record Types =

Tools for Genealogists

Genealogy Workshops Nationwide
Genealogy Events in the Washington, DC Area
National Archives Calendar
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Catalog Guide for Genealogists | Search the
Catalog

Electronic Records for Genealogy | Search AAD
Digitized by Partners

Microfilm Catalog

Reference Reports

More Online Research Tools =

Genealogy News

Citizen Archivist Contributions Push Catalog
Enhancements Past 2 Million

Instagram Post Leads to Recovery of 1810 Census Rolls

1950 Census on Track for 2022 Release, Despite
Pandemic

National Archives Releases Catalog, 1940 Census
Datasets

Chinese American Actress’s Story Illustrates “Othering’
of Immigrants

Can I start my family history
research byp typing a name in the
search boxs

Our search box will not help you find information on a
specific person. However, we have many tools and
resources that can lead you to information about our
holdings. Many of our records have been digitized and
are made available by our Digitization Partners.

What's New?

Maps at NARA of interest to Genealogists
Pictures at NARA of interest to Genealogists
Genealogy Activities for Kids

Subscribe to Email Newsletter Updates

Connect with us on Social Media

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealoqy
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